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CANADA GEESE 

WHEN THE WILDFOWL COME 

By T. Gilbert Pearson 



IT is in October that the wildfowl appear in 
numbers over much of the United States. From 
Minnesota to northern Central America they 
will be found until the impulse of migration again 
comes over them upon the approach of spring. The 
main summer home cf the fifty or more species of 
Ducks and Geese is in western North America. For 
at this season they occupy chiefly that territory 
that lies between the Great Lakes and Hudson Bay 
on the East and the Pacific Ocean on the West. 

Canada is the great nursery of the wildfowl, 
although hundreds of thousands annually are raised 
in our northern tier of Western States. I have 
traveled over areas in North Dakota for hundreds 
of miles where practically every slough and pond, 
which are so numerous in the rolling prairies, had 
its quota of old Ducks leading their long string of 
Ducklings. Many of these build their nests out on 
the dry prairie sometimes a mile or more from the 
water, but as soon as the young are hatched they 
are taken where they can swim and dabble. 

Upon the approach of autumn all over the vast 
country we call the Northwest, the wildfowl rise in 
flocks and wing their way south through the quiet 
autumn nights. There are three special routes of 
migration. One goes down the Pacific Coast, the 
second follows in a general way the Mississippi 
Valley, and the third crosses the states diagonally 
passing below the Great Lakes and striking the 
Atlantic Coast in the general neighborhood of 
Maryland. Here they spread out and down the 
coast line, teeming in the bays, marshes, and river 
mouths. 

It is then the gunners begin their work, and there 
are few field sports that are as uncertain, as 
exhilarating, and altogether as entertaining as 
wildfowl shooting. As a rule the birds are exceed- 
ingly wise and it is very difl!icult to stalk them. 
Therefore practically all the methods employed in 
hunting these wary birds involve the principle of 



the gunner lying in wait and luring the birds to a 
safe shooting distance by means of decoys. It is a 
common thing for a gunner to sit on a point of 
marsh well surrounded by carefully arranged brush 
or marsh grass. With a hundred or more wooden 
dummies of Ducks he awaits the coming of sunrise, 
and the appearance of the wildfowl. The birds are 
gregarious by nature, and when a little bunch of a 
dozen come flying along and they see what appears 
to be a hundred of their fellows contentedly bobbing 
about on the waves they are very much inclined to 
"draw" to them. It is then that the gunner gets 
in his work. 

Another method of shooting, especially the Can- 
vasback. Red-headed, and other species of diving 
Ducks, is to shoot from batteries. This is an 
ingenious, floating receptacle for the gunner and 
looks much like a coffin with canvas wings floating 
on either side. In this the gunner lies surrounded 
by his decoys and thus many of the choicest Ducks 
are taken. 

In hunting wild geese it is well to have staked in 
the shallow water near by some live geese decoys. 
These educated rascals begin honking as soon as 
they see the wild geese appear, and thus bring their 
untamed neighbors to destruction. 

This bird is the piece de resistance of the fowls. 
Canada Geese, whose great feather-wedges we 
sometimes see passing overhead in autumn and 
again in spring, are the most splendid waterfowls 
in America, and constitute one of the few species 
of game birds that seem to be holding their own in 
numbers. 

The shooting of wildfowl for sport and for food 
has been carried on ever since the first settlers 
reached these shores, and one is led to wonder if 
any wild Ducks are left in the country. Now 
however, the birds are having a better chance, as 
many states have passed laws prohibiting the sale 
of their bodies during migration. 



